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put to-him; and he had invented a system whereby, if he had-
once heard a string of fifty names repeated, he could remember
them all. Mathematics, especially geometry, was a favourite
subject among sophists; and many proofs and problems, which
were subsequently incorporated in Euclid's famous treatise,
were already in vogue. Geography and history were also studied.
But by far the most popular was instruction in Rhetoric. It was
a time, as we have said, when men were anxious to make their
way in the world; and, since politics and the law-courts seemed
to afford the easiest way of attaining prominence, it was obvious
that a training in oratory was the best passport to success.
Sophists taught men how to adorn their speeches with elegant
phraseology, how to work on the feelings of a jury or a mob,
and above all how to argue a point. They were not very particular
about the truth or falsehood of the arguments they used, and
often resorted to mere quibbling. Here is a sample of sophistic
logic. * Your father is a dog* says one. 'So is yours,' says another.
'Answer my questions and Til prove it' says the first. ''Come now,
have you a dog?' ' Yes, and a sorry one, too.9 'He has puppies, I
take it?' 'He has.' 'Then the dog is a father' 'So it certainly
seems' 'Well, and he is yours, is he not?' ' Yes.' 'So then he is a
father and yours; so the dog is your father, and you are own brother
to his puppies '
Sophists' reasoning was not, of course, always quite so
farcical as this; but they were quite ready, as Aristophanes
complains, to 'make the worse appear the better cause'. They
gave regular courses in rhetoric, at prices varying according to
the length of the course. One guaranteed in advance that, when
the course was complete, the pupil would be able to win any
law-suit. He was nicely caught out by a certain pupil who
refused to pay up at the end, saying, 'Go to law with me if you
like; but if I win, you will not get your fee, and if I lose, your
guarantee will be broken and I shall not have to pay either'
Sometimes the sophists lectured in class-rooms; and in the